I Wish I’d Have Kept That

Have you ever said those words about a vehicle you let
go? If so, you will love my recent story.

In March 2020, since we were all confined due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, and due to the fact that many of the
forgotten projects on my “to-do” list had been completed, |
found some time for surfing on the internet. | Googled “69
Blue GTX”, because in 1970 when | was about 18 years old
(50 years ago), | bought a year old used 1969 Plymouth GTX.

During my senior high school year | had carried an ad from
Motor Trend for the new ‘69 GTX in my school folder, the
color of the car in the ad was also blue - and a dream maybe
someday. (I still have that ad). While driving home from work
one night in my 1966 Plymouth Sport Satellite | noticed a GTX
on the local GM dealer’s lot. | stopped in and the salesman
said “they just took it in on trade; it has 17,000 miles and is
in perfect shape.” He continued to say, “Take it for a spin, we
close at 9:00 pm — have it back by then.” (What? - take a
moment and think about that — | had never met this person
before and he was okay with me taking it for several hours.)

So here | am - a MOPAR guy, in my dream 1969 Plymouth
GTX, B5 Blue with a black vinyl top, 440 Super Magnum — air
grabber, Super Track Pac, 4-speed on the floor, Dana 4:10
Posi-traction rear-end heading to my home 20 miles away.
The asking price was $2,375.00.

I had it back by nine that evening but there was some
rubber missing on the rear tires. | bought it the next day,
trading the ‘66 Plymouth Sport Satellite for it.

Back to the internet surfing. - After looking at a few GTX's
that came up from my search, | found a just completed,
gorgeous looking fully rotisserie restored GTX. It said it was
a “roller” meaning the original engine was not in the car. That

caught my curiosity, because back in about 1974 | took out |
the 440 super magnum and put a 361ci from a ‘64 Chrysler |
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The car was found along the road for sale in 2005 in
Oregon and taken to Ohio for restoration. The restoration
started in 2008 and that restorer got tired of working on it and
sold it to another shop that finished the restoration in 2013.
The restorer quotes installing the last NOS trunk pan on the
planet in it and installed a new 426 HEMI in it.

s

The GTX has been completely and professionally
restored and was for sale in Macedonia, Ohio. The asking
price was $99,900.00. It was sold in a month and is going to
a new home in Canada. No, | didn’'t buy it although | gave
it some serious consideration. How incredible that | actually
found it and know that it's alive and restored to perfection.
Time, patience and perseverance accomplishes all things.
Now you know the rest of the story.

You will want to see this YouTube video of the restored

| 69: https://youtu.be/hYWnB4sfq3w

in the GTX to lower my insurance. It was my daily driver and |

the salt had already started to take a toll on the GTX. | had
the 440 engine in the garage and was going to put it back in
the GTX someday or put it in a street rod. The VIN number
for the restored GTX was on the sales info, so | pulled out the
sales/transfer document for the car | traded the GTX for back
in 1976. The numbers matched; it's my old ‘69 GTX!

| have been looking for years to find out where it ended up.
It was a pretty incredible machine in the day, the only thing
that would have made it more valuable is if it was an original
HEMI car. Trading it off was a big MISTAKE. Yeah, lots of
memories made with that muscle car — one memory below....

Wedding Day 1972

1969 Plymouth GTX
$99,900

Classic Car Overview

This is a just completed stunning fresh rotisserie
restoration in Macedonia, Ohio. This is an original Super
Track Pac car with 4-speed and a sure grip Dana 60 rear
end. Fresh HEMI V8 detailed for show and tuned to run right
on pump gas. Gorgeous, fast, fun Mopar ready to rumble!

This spectacular 1969 Plymouth GTX features a cost-
no-object rotisserie restoration to an exceptionally high
standard. Experts will have already checked the fender tag
to see its pedigree, and you'll be pleased to note this is a
real-deal Super Track Pac car that was originally delivered
with a 4-speed and a thumping 440 cubic inch mill under the
hood. The car was stripped to bare metal and rebuilt from

MSRA LineChaser

18

October 2020
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there. Expert bodywork ensures that the B-body sheet metal
is laser-straight, including that crease on the rear quarters
that's almost sharp enough to give you a paper cut. Gaps are
excellent throughout, probably better than new, and thanks to
two-stage urethane paint, the stunning paint job glows in the
sunlight. They also added the correct V21 Performance hood
treatment along with functional cold air induction and chrome
HEMI badges. The vinyl top was replaced and obviously
there are no issues underneath, and the matching satin black
rocker panels with that red pinstripe are a big part of why
the GTX is special. Fresh chrome on the bumpers, polished
stainless trim, and a fresh $2000 trunk insert (perhaps the
last NOS piece on the planet) help with the well-dressed look.

Inside it received an all-new P6X black bucket seat
interior from Legendary and literally everything you can
touch is new. All the wood appliques are bright and crisp

feel of the GTX. A full set of factory gauges include a factory
tach and there are auxiliary gauges under the dash for
temperature and oil pressure. A Hurst shifter with cue ball
knob is a period-correct accessory that makes this car a joy

to row through the gears. You'll also note that all the interior
courtesy lights are fully functional, the seat belts have been
re-webbed, and the factory AM radio works as it should. The
trunk is also correctly detailed with a reproduction mat and
spare tire assembly, and just check out those floors—they've
been color sanded just like the rest of the body!

This GTX was acquired as a roller, so the original power
plant was long gone (is that really a surprise in a Super Track
Pac car with 4.10 gears?). Making the best of the situation,
they took that opportunity to upgrade the hardware inside.
That's a fresh 426 cubic inch HEMI V8 which was, in fact,
one of the development engines for Mopar Performance’s all-
new crate motors, so it's a fantastic runner with a few tricks
directly from the guys who know these engines best. It is highly
detailed for a factory-correct look, from the giant orange air

' cleaner to the correct black wrinkle-finish valve covers to the
and the wood grained steering wheel helps with the upscale '

Hemi Orange paint on the block. Little stuff like the markings,
the hose clamps, the mounting hardware, and even the battery
are all accurately restored. Yeah, it's got the right sound, but it
starts easily, idles nicely hot or cold, and doesn’'t have any bad
habits—that's harder to achieve than you think with these cars.

MSRA LineChaser

19

October 2020



